
Exhibit	  M	  
	  

Division	  of	  Education	  	  
Special	  Meeting	  of	  Blocks	  1	  &	  2	  Faculty	  

	   03.06.14	   	  
10:15-‐11:15	  am	  

E-‐228	  
	  
Faculty	  present:	  	  Mary	  Heller,	  Stephanie	  Kamai,	  David	  Kupferman,	  Paula	  Major,	  Linda	  Oba,	  
Jonathan	  Schwartz.	  
	  

Agenda	  Item:	  	  Delivery	  of	  Methods	  Blocks	  1	  and	  2	  
	  
The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  by	  Mary	  Heller	  who	  introduced	  the	  agenda	  item:	  Delivery	  
of	  Methods	  Blocks	  1	  and	  2.	  	  	  
	  
Faculty	  discussed	  their	  desire	  to	  switch	  delivery	  of	  block	  1	  and	  2,	  thus	  requiring	  candidates	  
to	  complete	  their	  social	  studies	  (SS)	  methods,	  Teaching	  Culturally	  and	  Linguistically	  
Diverse	  Learners	  (CLD)	  course,	  and	  practicum	  first	  in	  the	  professional	  sequence.	  	  The	  
“new”	  block	  2	  would	  then	  be	  reading	  methods,	  language	  arts,	  methods,	  and	  practicum.	  	  
	  
The	  rationale	  for	  this	  recommendation	  is	  as	  follows:	  	  
	  

• Formative	  and	  summative	  data	  on	  candidate	  knowledge,	  skills,	  and	  dispositions	  
with	  regard	  to	  educating	  diverse	  learners	  indicates	  a	  need	  for	  change,	  in	  order	  to	  
better	  prepare	  the	  emerging	  teacher.	  	  	  

	  
• Recommendations	  from	  stakeholders,	  including	  new	  graduates,	  alumni,	  mentor	  

teachers,	  and	  TEAC	  members,	  also	  point	  to	  the	  need	  for	  candidates’	  deeper	  
understanding	  of	  how	  to	  work	  with	  special	  needs	  and	  ELL	  students.	  

	  
• Requiring	  SS,	  CLD,	  and	  practicum	  first	  will	  help	  to	  lay	  a	  stronger	  foundation	  of	  

experiences	  working	  with	  diverse	  learners.	  Knowledge	  and	  experience	  gained	  in	  the	  
“new”	  block	  1	  will	  inform	  teaching	  and	  learning	  in	  subsequent	  blocks	  2	  and	  3,	  as	  
well	  as	  student	  teaching.	  

	  
	  
Logistics	  
	  
Mary	  Heller	  proposed	  that	  the	  switch	  take	  place	  during	  fall	  2014	  because	  of	  the	  low	  
enrollment	  of	  9	  candidates	  in	  spring	  2014	  Block	  1.	  Newly	  admitted	  candidates	  to	  the	  
professional	  blocks	  would	  then	  be	  advised	  to	  register	  for	  SS/CLD/Practicum.	  
Reading/LA/Practicum	  would	  not	  be	  offered	  in	  the	  fall.	  This	  delivery	  scenario	  allows	  for	  
minimal	  disruption,	  when	  done	  informally.	  A	  formal	  program	  change,	  effective	  AY	  2015-‐16,	  
would	  then	  be	  prepared	  in	  the	  fall	  for	  submission	  to	  the	  curriculum	  committee	  (form	  CC3).	  
	  



Adjustments	  to	  faculty	  loads	  will	  be	  made,	  as	  influenced	  by	  the	  total	  number	  of	  candidates	  
who	  ultimately	  register	  for	  the	  new	  Block	  1.	  If	  enrollment	  exceeds	  22,	  then	  two	  sections	  of	  
EDEF	  444	  will	  be	  created.	  
	  
Kristen	  will	  assist	  in	  informing	  newly	  admitted	  teacher	  candidates	  that	  they	  will	  be	  
registering	  for	  Block	  2	  courses	  first.	  As	  a	  result,	  new	  Block	  1	  faculty	  will	  need	  to	  provide	  
overrides	  for	  incoming	  candidates.	  Every	  effort	  will	  be	  made	  to	  assure	  candidates	  that	  their	  
progress	  towards	  graduation	  will	  not	  be	  impacted	  by	  this	  change	  and	  that	  the	  new	  Block	  2,	  
reading/LA/practicum,	  will	  again	  be	  offered	  in	  spring	  2015.	  
	  
	  
SPED	  Course	  Recommendations	  
	  
Faculty	  also	  discussed	  the	  need	  to	  increase	  candidate	  knowledge,	  skills,	  and	  dispositions	  in	  
the	  context	  of	  special	  education.	  	  Currently	  SPED	  405	  is	  the	  only	  SPED	  requirement,	  which	  
candidates	  are	  allowed	  to	  take	  during	  any	  of	  the	  blocks.	  Faculty	  recommended	  that	  SPED	  
405	  be	  attached	  to	  the	  new	  Block	  1,	  effective	  fall	  2015.	  	  All	  candidates	  eligible	  for	  the	  new	  
Block	  1	  courses	  will	  be	  encouraged	  to	  register	  for	  SPED	  405,	  if	  they	  have	  not	  already	  taken	  
it;	  however,	  it	  will	  not	  be	  a	  requirement	  in	  AY	  2014-‐15.	  
	  
Additionally,	  to	  increase	  knowledge	  of	  working	  with	  special	  needs	  students,	  faculty	  
recommended	  the	  addition	  of	  a	  3-‐credit,	  lower	  division	  introductory	  special	  education	  
course	  that	  would	  include	  a	  service	  learning	  component.	  Jonathan	  will	  be	  developing	  this	  
new	  course	  to	  be	  offered	  in	  the	  fall,	  initially	  as	  an	  elective.	  The	  course	  will	  ultimately	  
become	  a	  requirement	  with	  the	  formal	  program	  change,	  effective	  AY	  2015-‐16.	  The	  addition	  
of	  the	  new	  3	  credit	  SPED	  course	  replaces	  one	  of	  the	  unrestricted	  electives	  and	  therefore	  
does	  not	  impact	  total	  credit	  hours	  to	  graduate	  (120).	  
	  
	  
Field	  Placements	  
	  
New	  Block	  1	  practicum	  field	  placements	  would	  then	  be	  situated	  in	  inclusion	  classrooms	  
and/or	  resource	  room	  settings,	  thus	  providing	  valuable	  first-‐hand	  experience	  working	  with	  
diverse	  learners.	  Stephanie	  will	  be	  reaching	  out	  to	  mentor	  teachers	  who	  are	  teaching	  in	  
settings	  that	  will	  accommodate	  the	  new	  Block	  1	  practicum.	  
	  
Faculty	  unanimously	  agreed	  that	  the	  recommended	  change	  in	  Block	  1	  and	  2	  sequencing,	  as	  
well	  as	  the	  increased	  SPED	  coursework	  and	  attachment	  to	  field	  experiences,	  is	  in	  the	  best	  
interest	  of	  our	  teacher	  candidates.	  Mary	  will	  communicate	  with	  Terri	  Ota	  and	  Janice	  Takaki	  
regarding	  the	  new	  fall	  schedule	  of	  courses,	  course	  development,	  and	  advising	  plans.	  A	  
subsequent	  email	  to	  Terri	  and	  Janice	  will	  be	  appended	  to	  these	  minutes,	  for	  the	  record.	  
	  
The	  meeting	  adjourned	  at	  11:10	  am.	  
	  
	  
	  



APPENDIX	  A	  
	  

E-‐mail	  Communication	  with	  Terri	  Ota	  &	  Janice	  Takaki,	  cc’d	  to	  Block	  1	  &	  2	  faculty.	  
	  
	  
	  
FALL	  2014	  Schedule	  of	  Classes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	   March	  6,	  2014	  
	  
Hi,	  Terri	  &	  Janice.	  
	  
I'm	  writing	  to	  confirm	  that	  the	  Education	  Division	  Block	  1	  &	  2	  faculty	  has	  decided	  to	  switch	  
delivery	  of	  methods	  with	  practicum	  Block	  1	  and	  2,	  beginning	  this	  fall.	  	  The	  impact	  on	  the	  
fall	  2014	  schedule	  of	  classes	  is	  as	  follows:	  
	  
1.	  	  Please	  delete	  Block	  1	  courses	  from	  the	  fall	  2014	  schedule	  
	  
2.	  	  Publish	  Block	  2	  courses	  as	  originally	  requested.	  	  There	  will	  be	  9	  candidates	  (currently	  in	  
Block	  1)	  who	  will	  be	  registering.	  
	  
3.	  	  As	  we	  determine	  the	  number	  of	  in-‐coming	  candidates	  admitted	  to	  the	  professional	  
sequence	  of	  blocked	  courses,	  we	  will	  determine	  if	  there	  is	  a	  need	  to	  have	  two	  sections	  of	  
EDEE	  444	  WI.	  	  No	  need	  to	  add	  the	  additional	  section	  right	  now.	  
	  
4.	  	  We	  will	  carefully	  advise	  the	  incoming,	  newly	  admitted	  teacher	  candidates	  of	  the	  
registration	  process,	  which	  will	  require	  prerequisite	  overrides	  provided	  by	  faculty.	  We	  will	  
assure	  candidates	  that	  they	  will	  be	  taking	  the	  former	  Block	  1	  courses	  (Reading/LA)	  in	  the	  
spring	  2015.	  	  We	  will	  also	  strongly	  recommend	  that	  they	  register	  for	  SPED	  405	  concurrent	  
with	  the	  new	  Block	  1,	  which	  will	  focus	  on	  differentiated	  instruction.	  
	  
5.	  	  We	  will	  also	  be	  advising	  the	  current	  9	  candidates	  to	  register	  for	  the	  same	  Block	  2	  
practicum	  section,	  thus	  keeping	  the	  more	  experienced	  (in	  the	  field)	  candidates	  together.	  	  
	  
6,	  	  Jonathan	  is	  putting	  a	  new	  special	  education	  course	  (200	  or	  300-‐level)	  through	  the	  
Curriculum	  Committee,	  to	  be	  offered	  in	  fall	  2014;	  he	  will	  get	  the	  course	  request	  to	  you	  asap.	  
This	  new	  course	  will	  ultimately	  be	  required	  (AY	  2015-‐16)	  and	  will	  take	  the	  place	  of	  one	  of	  
our	  unrestricted	  electives.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  assistance,	  as	  we	  continuously	  improve	  our	  teacher	  preparation	  
program,	  content	  and	  delivery.	  We	  could	  not	  do	  this	  without	  your	  supreme	  support!	  
	  
I'll	  stay	  in	  touch,	  as	  needed.	  
	  
Mary	  	  
	  
	  
	  


